
Palimpsest* (pa•limp•sest)

* A Palimpsest is: 1: writing material (as a parchment of tablet) used one or more 
times, 2: something having unusually diverse layers or aspects apparent beneath 
the surface

Week of December 5, 2021
Second Sunday of Advent

Sermon: Glimpsing God Through the Earth
Scripture: John 1:10

Sermon Supplemental Reading
When I was a boy, each week
On Sunday, we would go to church
And pay attention to the priest
He would read the holy word
And consecrate the holy bread
And everyone would kneel and bow
Today the only difference is
Everything is holy now
Everything, everything
Everything is holy now

When I was in Sunday school
We would learn about the time
Moses split the sea in two
Jesus made the water wine
And I remember feeling sad
That miracles don’t happen still
But now I can’t keep track 
’Cause everything’s a miracle
Everything, Everything 
Everything’s a miracle

Wine from water is not so small 
But an even better magic trick
Is that anything is here at all 
So the challenging thing becomes
Not to look for miracles 
But finding where there isn’t one

When holy water was rare at best 
It barely wet my fingertips
But now I have to hold my breath 
Like I’m swimming in a sea of it
It used to be a world half there 
Heaven’s second rate hand-me-down
But I walk it with a reverent air 
’Cause everything is holy now
Everything, everything 
Everything is holy now

Read a questioning child’s face 
And say it’s not a testament
That’d be very hard to say 
See another new morning come
And say it’s not a sacrament 
I tell you that it can’t be done

This morning, outside I stood 
And saw a little red-winged bird
Shining like a burning bush 
Singing like a scripture verse
It made me want to bow my head 
I remember when church let out
How things have changed since then 
Everything is holy now
It used to be a world half-there 
Heaven’s second rate hand-me-down
But I walk it with a reverent air 
’Cause everything is holy now

– Mayer, P. “Holy Now”
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In the act of believing in creation, we accept and 
enter into and submit to what God does - what God 
does and makes. We are not spectators of creation 
but participants in it. We are participants first of all 
by simply being born, but then we realize that our 
births all take place in the defining context of Jesus’ 
birth. The Christian life is the practice of living in 
what God has done and is doing. We want to know 
the origins of things not to satisfy our curiosity 
about fossils and dinosaurs and the “big bang” but 
so that we can live out of our origins. We don’t want 
our lives to be tacked on to something peripheral. 
We want to live origin-ally, not derivatively.

– Petersen, E. (2005) 
Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places

The Giver of life creates what is physical - stars, 
planets, soil, water, air, plants, animals, ecological 
communities - and moves in these every bit as 
vigorously as in souls, minds, ideas. Earth is a 
physical place of extravagant dynamism that bodies 
forth the gracious presence of God. In its own way it 
is a sacrament and a revelation.

– Johnson, E. (2014) 
Ask the Beasts: Darwin and the God of Love

Your Notes

Questions
• Where in the world do you best experience God’s presence?  

Where is it “holy” to you?


